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state of things in the course of the next half year. What
is to be the result, Heaven only knows, but I fear we are
destined to see bad times in every way. Politically and
morally they are already bad enough, notwithstanding
all your puffs, which do well enough for the people of
Europe. The people at the head of affairs, on all sides,
Jackson and Van Buren, Clay and his friends, Calhoun
and McDufEe, care for nothing but power, and will send
the nation to the Devil, provided they can rule even there.
Jackson vetoes the Bank and the Tariff as far as he can,
to secure New York to the South—Clay pushes the
Bank, in order to compel Jackson to veto it, hoping by
that to secure Pennsylvania—Van Buren's friends want
to secure the control of the bank, first getting it to New
York, and to attain this object they are willing to derange
all the operations of the country for some years to come—
so we go. When you return here you will be almost as
much shocked as Irving has been—not quite so much, as
he was absent 18 years and you only 6. We have, how-
ever, made more progress downward in 6 years than we
did in the previous 12. The world is out of joint on both
sides of the Atlantic and it is difficult to imagine who can
set it right.
After this long chapter of grievances, I come back to
your book. It is in hands and will be printed next month,
and published, should not the cholera extend its ravages,
about the first of September. To publish it sooner would
be useless, as the people now read only the Cholera
Gazette. You say, you will keep it back a month, but I
hope it will be two before you try it out, as it would not
do to delay it long after the European edition, however
bad might be the state of affairs here. Had you brought
it out at the time you proposed, it would have been just

